Conference of California Bar Associations

2026

Annual Conference
& Awards Reception
Program

September 25 - 26, 2026
California Western School of Law « San Diego




PAGE 2 2026 Annual Conference & Awards Reception Program



ABOUT THE CCBA

The Conference of California Bar Associations (CCBA) serves justice in
California by bringing together attorney volunteers from around the
State to seek, debate, and promote creative, non-partisan changes to
the law for the benefit of Californians.

Our work results in:

Improving Laws and the Administration of Justice

Access to Justice

Advancing and Increasing Diversity in the Judicial System
Advancing the Science of Jurisprudence

Advancing the Education of Lawyers

Fostering Professional Excellence

Supporting the Judicial System of California

Our values include:
Eliminating prejudice and discrimination and promoting diversity in CCBA activities,
the legal profession, and the judiciary
Promoting and facilitating volunteerism among lawyers

Fostering open and vigorous debate in a courteous and respectful manner that avoids
personal and partisan attacks

Encouraging originality, innovation, and accessibility in seeking changes to the laws
of California

Fostering excellence in the legal profession

Promoting and facilitating communication and cooperation within the legal
profession and among bar associations, the judiciary, the Legislature

Maintaining high standards of administrative integrity and fiscal accountability

Conference of
California Bar Associations

Justice Tﬁrcmgﬁ Laws
.ccba.law
A WWW.CC
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2026 CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Coronado Sponsors ($10,000)

California UJestern School of Law

Balboa Sponsors ($2,500)

Talty Court Reporters, Inc.

Cabrillo Sponsors ($1,500)

Grover Workplace Solutions, P.C. McManis Faulkner

@ GROVER WORKPLACE SOLUTIONS MCManiS
S A ProressionaL CORPORATION +aUlkner
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2026 CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Conference Lunch Sponsors ($1,000)

Law Office of Ujvala Singh

Coffee Break Sponsors ($500)

Bartko Pavia LLP Kupferstein Matt Schechter Nationwide Legal
Mediation

Bartk() K M '
Pavia -

KUPFERSTEIN
T MEDIATION NATIONWIDE LEGAL

Conference CLE Sponsors ($250)

Joel Douglas Lisa Berger Gerald T. Richards
Vicki Greene Jeffrey Hayden James Weixel

Law Student Sponsors ($150)

Aptus Court Reporting

(sponsoring 2 law students)
Julie Basurto OP US.

Sr. Director of Business Development COURT REPORTING
415-572-2744
Jbasurto@aptuscr.com

Naris Khalatian
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Welcome, Conference of California Bar
Associations!

We are proudly preparing the next
generation of practice-ready lawyers.

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL OF LAW / San Diego




CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL OF LAW / San Diego

Clinics

Real Clients. Real Cases. Real Experience.

At California Western School of Law, students gain hands-on legal experience while serving the
community through our nationally recognized clinics. Working alongside expert faculty and practicing
attorneys, students graduate practice-ready and prepared to make a difference.

California Western Innocence & Justice Clinic (formerly

California Innocence Project)

Fighting wrongful convictions. Restoring justice.

e Represents individuals who have been wrongfully convicted.

e Students investigate and litigate claims of actual innocence.
e Helped free or exonerate 50+ wrongfully incarcerated individuals since 1999.

Community Law Project

Providing access to justice for San Diego's most vulnerable residents.

o Offers free legal assistance to low-income community members.
e Students work directly with clients and volunteer attorneys.
e Serves 1,000+ people across 11 different practice areas each year.

New Media Rights
Protecting creativity and innovation in the digital age. ((

e Free legal services for creators, entrepreneurs, journalists, and innovators.
e Students assist with client matters, policy advocacy, and educational resources. z
e Has supported 1,000+ clients with intellectual property, privacy, and media law issues

since 2005.

Trademark Clinic

Helping small businesses protect their brands.
* Provides free trademark legal services for individuals and small businesses.
e Students work under attorney supervision and practice before the USPTO.

e Delivers valuable intellectual property experience and client interaction.

iR

Learn More Why Clinics Matter

See how California Western

students gain real world experience . .
from our clinics while providing free * Develop practical legal skills

legal services! e Serve the community
e Graduate practice-ready

e Work with real clients

SAN DIEGO’S OLDEST LAW SCHOOL

cwsl.edu




THE 2026 DELEGATIONS TO CCBA

CCBA welcomes Delegations from 13 Bar Associations from across
California to the 92nd Annual Conference, September 25 -26, 2026, in

San Diego!

The Delegations (listed in alphabetical order), and their chairpersons are:

Bar Association of Northern San
Diego County (BANSD)

Chair: Melissa Burtarde, €sq.

Bar Association of San Francisco
(BASF)

Sacramento County Bar
Association (SCBA)

Chair: Melissa Allain, €sq.

Bay Area Lawyers for Individual
Freedom (BALIF)

Chair: Sean McCoy, €sq.

San Bernardino County Bar
Association (SBCBA)

Chair: Brianna Jackson, €sq.

Desert Bar Association (DBA)

Chair: Aiskell Roman, &sq.

San Diego County Bar Association
(SDCBR)

Chair: Darin Wessel, €sq.

Los Angeles County Bar
Association (LACBA)

Chair: Lisa Hird Chung, €sq.

San Mateo County Bar
Association (SMCBA)

Chair: Vickie Greene, €sq.

Orange County Bar Association
(OCBRA)

Chair: Cathy Rucker, €sq.

Santa Clara County Bar
Association (SCCBA)

Chair: Elaine Alston, €sq.

Chair: Matt Schechter, €sq.

Woman Lawyers of Los Angeles
Bar Association (WLALA)

Co-Chairs: Phyllis Kupferstein, €sq.
and Mark Hart, €sq.
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2026 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE*

All events are at California Western School of Law, 350 Cedar Street,

San Diego, CA 92101

Friday, 9/25/26

8:30 am Breakfast 3rd floor

8:30 am - onwards Registration —sign in and pick up your name 3rd floor
badges etc.

9:15 - 10:15 am Roundtable: Regulating AL: Uhere do we 2nd floor
Start? Best Practices for Drafting Resolutions — Room 2G
to Change Laws
Speakers (see following pages for bios):

Maggie Grover, Grover Workplace Solutions
Ujvala Singh, Law Office of Ujvala Singh

10:15 - 10:30 am break

10:30 - 11:30 am Roundtable: Your Resolution Has Been 2nd floor
Approved: Now What? The Legislative Process — Room 2G
and CCBRA’s Legislative Program
Moderator (see below for bio):

Jack Osborn, €sq., Brown White & Osborn LLP
Speakers (see following pages for bios):

Cliff Costa, California Advocates

Suzanne Fidler, Resnick & Louis, P.C.

Naris Khalatian, Adjunct Professor,
Southwestern Law School

11:30 am - noon Chairs’ Meeting - Ujvala Singh, Chair of CCBA 3rd floor
and Delegation Chairs Auditorium

11:30 am - 1:30 pm Lunch and networking 3rd floor

12:30 - 1:00 pm Orientation for New Delegates and Law 3rd floor
Students Auditorium

1:30 -1:45 pm Procession of Delegations (with music!) 3rd floor

*The schedule may be adjusted as necessary
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2026 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Friday, 9/25/26 (continued)

1:45 pm Call to Order, Welcoming Remarks 3rd floor
Auditorium
1:50 - 4:30 pm Debate on resolutions 3rd floor
Auditorium
2:30 pm In Memorium Michele Anderson
4:30 - 5 pm Remarks by Hon. Lilys McCoy, Judge of the 3rd floor
California Superior Court, County of San Diego Auditorium
Swearing in of the Board of Directors and
incoming Officers by Hon. Lilys McCoy
5-5:30 pm Break
5:30 - 7:30 pm Awards Reception with appetizers and open bar 2nd Floor
John Van de Kamp Justice Through Law Award
Hon. Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator
Legislators of the Year Award
Hon. Melissa Hurtado, California State Senator,
District 16
Hon. Dr. Steven Choi, California State Senator,
District 37
Pfeiffer Philanthropy Award
Kelly Borelli, SCBA Delegation to CCBA
8-1pm Hospitality Suites - SDCBA and BASF Locations TBA
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2026 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Saturday, 9/24/26
8:30 am Breakfast 3rd Floor
9 am - noon Debate on resolutions 3rd floor Auditorium
10:30 am Announcements - CCBA's 3rd floor Auditorium
Legislative Program:
2025-2026 successes and
2026-2027 plans
10:40 am Remarks by Cliff Costa 3rd floor Auditorium
of California Advocates,
CCBRA's Legislative
Consultant
noon - 1:30 pm Lunch and networking 3rd floor
1:30 - 5:30 pm Debate on resolutions and 3rd floor Auditorium
announcements
2 pm Speech by incoming Chair, 3rd floor Auditorium
Ryan Dean
5:30 - pm Adjourn

EXPERIENCED.
RESPECTED.

PIROVEN..

Where professional coverage y Taltg Court Reporters, Inc.
meets personal connection. www.taltys.com
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2026 CONFERENCE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Roundtable Presentations at the 2026 Annual Conference - Room 2G (2nd Floor), Cal.
Western School of Law, San Diego

Friday, September 25, 2026, 9:15 am -10:15 am

Regulating AI: Where do we Start? Best Practices for Drafting Resolutions
to Change Laws

(1 hour MCLE credit available)

Maggie Grover

Maggie Grover has been practicing employment law in
California for over 40 years. As the owner of Grover Workplace
Solutions P.C., she provides advice and counsel to small
businesses, conducts workplace investigations, and serves

as a mediator. Maggie attended her first Conference of
Delegates in 1988 and chaired the Conference of California
Bar Associations in 2012. UWhen not trying to improve the law,
Maggie enjoys rowing, cycling, and spending time with her
grandchildren.

Ujvala Singh

Ujvala Singh is a plaintiffs’ trial and appellate lawyer who

has dedicated her legal career to representing individuals and
companies harmed by their lawyers’ inadequate representation
and wrongdoing. Ujvala also provides legal ethics advice and
counsel to lawyers. Ujvala is the founder of Law Office of Ujvala
Singh.

Ujvala is the author of the Lexis/Nexis practice guide, California
Professional Liability and Responsibility. She was honored to
work collaboratively on drafting the California State Bar's legal
ethics opinions as a past member of COPRAC. She is a member
of the Minority Bar Exchange: The Power of Diversity and the Law. Since 2012, Ujvala
has worked to improve laws through her work at the Conference of California Bar
Associations (“CCBA"). She is the 2025-2026 Chair of CCBRA. She serves on the Resolutions
Committee (“ResComm”), and is a past Chair of ResComm. She is a past Chair of the
delegation from the Bar Association of San Francisco. Ujvala is looking foruward to
continuing to build CCBA's exciting and successful legislative program as the 2026-2027
Chair of the Legislative Committee.

Ujvala earned her JD from Vermont Law and Graduate School after she earned her PhD
from the University of UWisconsin-Madison.
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2026 CONFERENCE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Friday, September 25, 2026, 10:30 am - 11:30 am

Your Resolution Has Been Approved: Now What? The Legislative Process
and CCBRA’s Legislative Program

(1 hour MCLE credit available)

Cliff Costa

Joining us from Sacramento, CCBA’'s new legislative consultant,
Cliff Costa. Cliff is Vice-President and shareholder of California
Advocates, Sacramento’s first advocacy firm, and has been a
legislative advocate for 13+ years. In addition to helping CCBRA, CLiff
is the chief lobbyist for the CA Judges Association and represents
a number of attorney, legal support, and other legal related
organizations in Sacramento.

Prior to joining the lobby core, Cliff served as Legislative Director
to several State Legislators during a nearly 10 years career as d
legislative staffer. UJhile serving the people during the day, Cliff
attended law school at night at the McGeorge School of Law
and is licensed to practice here in California. Cliff is married with two young children
and serves on several non-profits boards, including the California Portuguese American
Coalition.

Suzanne A. Fidler, MD, JD

Suzanne A. Fidler, MD, JD is a California attorney and board
certified internal medicine physician with extensive experience in
healthcare law, clinical quality, patient safety, and medical-legal
maltters. A delegate of the Orange County Bar Association, a fellow
of the American College of Physicians, and Certified Professional

in Healthcare Risk Management, Suzanne brings a distinctive
perspective at the intersection of medicine, law, and public policy.

Suzanne is active in the Conference of California Bar Associations,
where she has worked on legislative initiatives involving California’s
behavioral health system and CARE Court. She authored the CCBA
resolution that became the foundation for SB 1242 and has testified
before both the CA Senate and Assembly Judiciary Committees in
support of the legislation.

Continued next page.
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2026 CONFERENCE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

(Continued from previous page)

Naris Khalatian

Naris Khalatian earned her B.A. in French Language and Literature
from Occidental College and her law degree from Southwestern
Law School in 1989.

She has been a delegate with the Los Angeles County Bar
Association since 2020 and served as its past chair in 2023-24.

Throughout her career, she has served as a civil litigator, appellate
counsel, transactional attorney, arbitrator, and judge pro tem. She
has represented both plaintiffs and defendants in a wide range

of civil matters, from personal injury cases to complex business
litigation, in both state and federal courts. She is admitted to
practice before the State Bar of California, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
California, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the United States Supreme
Court. Currently, she is in-house counsel for Frazier Capital, an appraisal and brokerage
firm with offices in Los Angeles and San Francisco. In her private business law practice,
she advises both small and large companies on regulatory compliance. Since July 1, 2022,
she has been serving as a state appointed probate referee for the Los Angeles Superior
Court; in this capacity, she serves as a subordinate judicial officer. She's an adjunct
associate professor of Legislative Drafting & Process at Southwestern Law School, where
she shares her passion for legislation with upper class law students at her alma mater.

Jack Osborn - moderator

Jack Osborn is a managing partner of Brown UJhite & Osborn LLP
with offices in Los Angeles, Redlands, Riverside and Mission Viejo.
As a Certified Specialist in Estate Planning Trust and Probate Law,
his practice largely involves conservatorships and guardianships,
trust and estate litigation, estate planning, and mental health
law. Jackis a Past President of the San Bernardino County Bar
Association as well as a Past President of the Joseph B. Campbell
American Inn of Court. He is a former Chair of the Conference
and now sits on the CCBA Board as well as the Resolutions
Committee. He is extremely honored to be a recipient of the James
Pfeiffer Award in 2023 along with Phyllis Kupferstein. Jack is the
author of several resolutions passed by the Conference and now
codified into statute by the California legislature.
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JOHN VAN D& KAMP “JUSTICE THROUGH LAWS” AWARD

The John Van de Kamp Justice Through Laws Award honors the legacy of John Van de
Kamp, a towering public servant whose career embodied the principle that the law is

a vehicle for justice, equality, and human dignity. From his years as Los Angeles District
Attorney to his two terms as California’s Attorney General, Van de Kamp never wavered in
his commitment to fighting for the rights of all Californians. CCBA presents this award to
those public officials and private citizens who follow his example.

The Conference of California Bar Associations is honored to present this
award to the Honorable Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator. Senator Padilla’s record
of championing voting rights, civic participation, and equal access to
justice exemplifies exactly the spirit this award was created to honor.

Hon. Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator

The proud son of immigrants from Mexico, Senator Alex Padilla
believes in giving everyone a fair shot at the American dream.
A progressive problem solver, Alex has dedicated his career to
finding solutions to the toughest challenges and fighting for
communities that are too often left out and left behind.

Early Days:

Alex Padilla is a lifelong Californian. He was born and raised in the
proud, working-class community of Pacoima, in the San Fernando
Valley. Alex’s parents immigrated to Los Angeles from different
parts of Mexico in the 1960s. Once in California, they met, fell in
love, and applied for green cards. Alex’s parents had little formal education, but they
shared a strong work ethic and big dreams. For forty years, Alex’s father worked as a
short order cook in various Los Angeles diners. For the same forty years, his mom worked
cleaning houses. They instilled in Alex, his sister, and his brother the importance of getting
a good education as well as the value of service to others. As a result, Alex spent many
weekends at community clean-ups and other neighborhood service projects.

College/€ducation:

Alex attended Los Angeles public schools and graduated from San Fernando High
School. UJhile his first love was baseball, he also excelled in math and science. With the
encouragement of several teachers, he applied and was accepted to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (IMIT) where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering.

Continued on next page.
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JOHN vAN D€ KAMP “JUSTICE THROUGH LAWS"” AWARD

Hon. Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator (continued)

Entrance into Politics:

After graduating from MIT, Alex returned home eager to begin his career. However,

a rising tide of anti-immigrant sentiment in California at the time drew Alex towards
politics. He knew he had to take a stand against cynical rhetoric demonizing people
like his parents, friends, and neighbors. In 1994, Alex joined protests against California’s
Proposition 187, which sought to deny public benefits to immigrants. He went on to
manage political campaigns for several legislative candidates and served as a field
representative for Senator Dianne Feinstein.

Career in Public Service:

In 1999, at the age of 26, Alex was elected to the Los Angeles City Council to represent the
district where he grew up. In 2001, just two years later, he was elected by his colleagues
to serve as President of the City Council—the youngest person in city history and the first
Latino in over 100 years to hold the position. Alex served as acting Mayor of Los Angeles
during the aftermath of 9/11, leading the city through a time of heightened security and
tensions. As a council member, he worked to create economic opportunity zones in his
district and reduce crime through improved community-police relations. In 2006, Alex
was elected to California’s State Senate, where, over the course of two terms, he became
known as one of California’s most effective state legislators. A problem-solver with an
ability to build consensus, Alex authored landmark bills requiring nutritional information
on restaurant menus, streamlining the process for commmunity college students seeking
to transfer to four-year universities, phasing out single-use plastic bags, and mandating
the deployment of the state’s earthquake early warning system. For six years, he served
as Chair of the State Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications, where
he was instrumental in developing California’s renewable energy and climate policies—
among the most ambitious in the world—as well as expanding access to broadband and
modernizing California’s electrical grid. In 2014, Alex was elected California Secretary of
State, the first Latino in state history to serve in the office. As Secretary of State, he worked
to make elections more accessible and inclusive while protecting the integrity of voting
systems. Alex helped establish automatic and same-day voter registration, secured

$500 million to upgrade California’s voting systems to meet higher security standards,
and oversaw the implementation of the landmark Voter's Choice Act, which expanded
mail-in and in-person early voting. Under Alex’s leadership, the state reached a record
high number of more than 22 million Californians registered to vote and the highest
percentage of eligible citizens registered to vote in 80 years.
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JOHN VAN D& KAMP “JUSTICE THROUGH LAWS” AWARD

Hon. Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator (continued)

US Senate Appointment and Values:

In November of 2022, Alex was elected to the United States Senate. He began serving in
January of 2021 after being appointed to fill the vacancy created by the election of Vice
President Kamala Harris. He is the first Latino to represent California in the U.S. Senate.
Since being sworn in to office, Padilla has established himself as a champion of voting
rights, climate action, and ensuring everyone has a fair shot at the American dream.
Alex was the first Latino to serve as Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee
on Immigration, Citizenship, and Border Safety. His first bill, the Citizenship for Essential
Workers Act, sought to create a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants
who served as government-recognized essential workers in key sectors during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Padilla is the Ranking Member of the Senate’'s Committee on
Rules and Administration. He also serves as Ranking Member of the Senate Judiciary
Subcommittee on Border Security and Immigration. Padilla is a member of the Senate
Committees on Budget; Environment and Public UJorks; Energy and Natural Resources;
Judiciary; and Rules. Alex and his wife, Angela, have three sons: Roman, Alex, and Diego.
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2026 CONFERENCE LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS

The Legislator of the Year Award recognizes the recipients’ sponsorship and support of
the CCBRA's legislative program; the recipient’s effort to promote public understanding
of and respect for the law, the justice system, and the roles of the legal profession and
an independent judiciary in that system; the recipient’'s demonstrated commitment to
justice, fairness, equality, and human dignity; and the recipient’s record of service to the
People of California.

The Hon. Melissa Hurtado, CA State Senator, District 16, and the Hon.
Steven Choi, CA State Senator, District 37 embody the excellence this
award celebrates.

Hon. Melissa Hurtado, CA State Senator, District 16
Representing a new generation of Latina political leaders

State Senator Melissa Hurtado is the youngest woman ever elected
to the California State Senate. Her Senate District — in California’s
great Central Valley — is home to some of the richest and most
fertile farmland in the world, one of the top oil-producing counties
in the United States and resilient working-class families who power
the Valley economuy.

Melissa is the first from her family to graduate from college—she
attended Sacramento State University, where she received her
degree in Political Science. Prior to becoming the youngest woman
ever elected to the California State Senate in 2018, Melissa served on the Sanger City
Council (2016.)

In the Legislature, Melissa is known as a thoughtful policymaker who works across party
lines to improve the quality of life for residents and to ensure rural voices are heard at all
levels of government. She focuses on rural community issues that often go unheard in the
State Capitol — access to clean air and water, food insecurity, inequities in environmental
policies, agriculture and access to health care in rural communities.

In 2020, Melissa was honored to be appointed to the national Biden Latino Leadership
Committee— one of only two California Latinas on the committee.

In 2021, she was selected to serve as a subcommittee co-chair on the Council of State
Governments (CSG) 2021-22 Healthy States National Task Force.

Continued on next page.
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2026 CONFERENCE LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS

Hon. Dr. Steven S. Choi, CA State Senator, District 37

Dr. Steven S. Choi is a first-generation immigrant, educator, small
business owner, and now a State Senator representing the 37th
District in California.

Steven S. Choi was born in Naju, South Korea and received

his B.A. in English from Kyung Hee University in Seoul, Korea.
Simultaneously, he enrolled in the ROTC Program, which led to him
being commissioned as an Artillery Lieutenant in the South Korean
military upon graduation from University. Choi served in the 3rd
Infantry Division fronting at the 38th Parallel and was honorably
discharged as First Lieutenant after 2 1/2 years of service. Soon after,
the United States Peace Corps hired him as a language instructor
where he was relocated to Hilo, Hawaii for his first assignment. After this valuable
experience he pursued his education at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge for his
Master’s degree in Library Science. During the summers, Choi went to New York City
where he washed dishes in the back of a restaurant and worked as a busboy in a hotel to
pay his way through school. After receiving his master’s degree he became a librarian at
what is now Henderson University.

After three years as a librarian, Steven pursued his doctoral degree at the University of
Pittsburgh Graduate School of Library & Information Science. After receiving his Ph.D.,,
he became an Assistant Professor at the USC Graduate School of Library & Information
Management in Los Angeles. Later, he moved to Orange County and worked at the
Newport Beach Public Library as Head of Technical Services Division. Choi then returned
to teaching, and taught Korean language at University of California, Irvine. Additionally,
Dr. Choi served as a Founding Task Force Member for the Korean SAT II on behalf of the
College Board. He later introduced and taught the Korean language at several colleges,
including Coastline College and Saddleback College in Orange County, as well as many
Korean church hosted schools. He served as an instructor and Principal, and owner at his
own Korean language school - Kumon

Steven Choi was an active participant in his community, finding passion and devotion
through teaching people, not only in school but also in Taekwondo. After receiving his
black belt, he desired to pass along the sacred knowledge and skill to other generations.
Through PE curriculum and teaching classes over the course of three years, he
successfully trained one of his personal students to earn a black belt.

With Choi's educational experience, the community urged him to run for the Irvine
Unified School District Trustee. After being elected as Trustee on his first attempt, his
political career blossomed. Steven continued serving at various levels of government
including the Irvine City Councilman, Mayor, State Assemblyman, and now State
Senator.

The American dream is achievable and Dr. Steven Choi is living proof.
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2026 CONFERENCE PFEIFFER PHILANTHROPY AWARD

The Pfeiffer Philanthropy Award honors Jim Pfeiffer, a man of vision and community
service whose personal and professional life was dedicated to giving back and making
a difference. Jim committed his entire nonprofit fundraising career to supporting and
creating programs which invested in youth, equal access and social justice. He worked
tirelessly to develop a philanthropic mission and to implement giving programs for law
students, legal services and the improvement of justice for all Californians, until his early
retirement due to Parkinson'’s disease. This award is given to an attorney who embodies
these ideals.

The 2026 recipient of the Pfeiffer Philanthropy Award is Kelly Borelli.

Kelly Borelli is a partner in the Sacramento-area law firm

of Employment Law Counsel, LLP, where she specializes in
counseling employers in all aspects of employer-employee
relations, including the drafting of personnel policies and hiring,
discipline, and termination issues, and training managers and
employees on compliance with company policies and state
and federal law. UWhen the need arises, Kelly also represents
employers in court and before administrative agencies in such
maltters as wage and hour claims; claims of wrongful termination,
discrimination, and harassment; unfair competition and trade
secrets misappropriation; workplace torts; workplace violence;
and other employment-related claims.

Kelly has taught Employment Law at the University of California,

Davis, School of Law and frequently speaks on issues facing California employers to
groups such as Council on Education in Management and Lorman Education Services.
She also has authored articles on wrongful termination and demotion, employment
discrimination, workplace torts, and leaves of absence. Kelly also has served as a neutral
mediator in employment law disputes, an expert witness in employment disability
discrimination law, and an outside investigator into workplace disputes and policy and/or
legal violations in employment cases.

She is a member of the California State Bar Labor and Employment Law Section and the
Sacramento County Bar Labor and Employment Law Section. She is also a member of
Women Lawyers of Sacramento and California UJomen Lawyers. Kelly currently serves
on the board of directors of the Conference of California Bar

Associations and has served on the boards of the UC Davis School of Law Alumni
Association, the Arts & Business Council of Sacramento, and the Valley Hi Country Club
Niners Golf Group. For ten years, she also served as legal counsel to the board of directors
of a Sacramento-based federally qualified health center (FOQHC). She is past president

of the board of directors for Sacramento Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), a

Continued on next page.
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2026 CONFERENCE PFEIFFER PHILANTHROPY AWARD

Kelly Borelli (continued)

nonprofit organization which trains adult volunteers to represent the interests of abused
and neglected children who have become wards of the court. Kelly is a 2001 graduate
of the Leadership Sacramento program, sponsored by the Sacramento Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce.

Kelly received her B.A. degree in international relations from Stanford University and her
J.D. from the University of California, Davis, School of Law. She is admitted to practice law in
California and is also licensed to practice before the U.S. District Court, Eastern District and
Northern District of California. Kelly has studied in Florence, Italy and is proficient in Italian.
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THE CCBA LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

The volunteer attorneys who participate
in CCBA each year are the heart and
soul of our activities. UWhat motivates us?
We do what we do because we have a
genuine impact on improving the laws

of California. Many of our resolutions
become bills, and many of those bills
become law. Below is a quick explanation
of the process by which CCBA resolutions
become bills, and how bills in California
become law.

€ach year at the end of the conference,
CCBA leadership assembles the
resolutions that were approved (in
principle and as amended). This package
of ideas, numbering anywhere from 30

to more than 100 resolutions, represents
our recommendations for new bills and
changed laws. In fact, by the time the
resolutions have been approved by the
conference, they have already been
vetted by the experience and professional
expertise of hundreds of delegates and
volunteer bar association members across
the state. And now they are ready to be
introduced as legislation.

At this stage, the conference legislation
committee works with two groups—
experts in legislative advocacy and
lobbying on the one hand, and the
resolution authors on the other—to match
conference resolutions with potential
legislator-authors. Despite our best efforts,
not all of our ideas will be adopted by
members of the California Assembly

or Senate and introduced as bills, and

the process of matching conference
resolutions with one or more of the
Legislature’s 180 members requires a great
deal of time and energy. By the time of
the Legislature’s bill introduction deadline

(usually late February), all resolutions
that have been adopted by legislators as
potential bill ideas will be introduced and
start the legislative process.

This is where the work really begins.
Resolution authors (or someone you know
and trust who can speak to the resolution
and properly represent CCBA) will have
to be on call to legislative staff to ensure
fact sheets are written, identify and work
with potential opposition, draft letters

of support, craft arguments to address
issues and amendments, and in some
cases testify in policy hearings. You also
must remain in regular contact with
CCBRA leadership on the progress of your
resolution/bill. As long as your bill remains
active, this process lasts for months, ideally
culminating in being sent to the Governor
for the Governor’s signature by the end of
September. Repeat: From the end of the
conference to the end of the following
September, your work as a delegate
whose resolution has been introduced as
a bill is ongoing. No one else can do this
work for you.

This is hard work, and perhaps not the
way that most of us expect to make

law - the best and brightest among us
represent clients successfully and may
have a winning case published on appeal.
But that's not the conference way! We
use the tools we have — our expertise and
skill —and we turn that skill into legislative
advocacy, and we take our ideas to the
halls of the legislature, and we seek justice
through laws.
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CCBA COLLABORATION

CCBA works collaboratively with other legal organizations consistent
with our purpose of Justice Through Laws.

BENCH BAR COALITION:

CCBA is a proud member of the Bench Bar Coalition (BBC). It gives us yet another
presence, representation, and influence statewide. Our Chair attends and represents our
organization in this prestigious group at the quarterly and annual meetings. This group
includes leaders from the State Bar, Judicial Council, California Courts, ABA, CLA, and CJA.

CCBRA's esteemed past chairs, Jennifer Kim and Oliver Dunlap were each nominated and
elected to serve as members of the Executive Committee of the BBC. This was a distinct
honor, and well deserved by both Jennifer and Oliver.

Mch]anis
+aulkner

Celebrating 55 years of
excellence, integrity,
and kindness.
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2026 CCBRA OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Chair:
Ujvala Singh, €sq.

Chair-Elect & CFO:
Ryan Dean, &sq.

Secretary:
John Short, €sq.

Immediate Past Chair:
Darin Wessel, €sq.

Directors:
Kelly Borelli, €sq.

Christopher Cooke, €sq.
Shaun Dabby Jacobs, €sq.
Oliver Dunlap, €sq.
Michael Fern, E€sq.
Carter Glahn, €sq.
Maggie Grover, €sq.
Phyllis Kupferstein, €sq.
James Lamping, €sq.
Jack Osborn, €sq.
Cathy Rucker, €sq.
Matt Schechter, €sq.
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2026 RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

Chair:
Maggie Grover, €sq.

Senior Vice Chair:
Sean McCoy, €sq.

Vice Chair:
Ryan Dean, &€sq.

Immediate Past Chair:
Mark Flory, €sq.

Members:
Lisa Berger, €sq.

Joel Douglas, €sq.
Robyn Ginney, €sq.
Vicki Greene, €sq.
Michael Fern, €sq.
James Mink, €sq.
Faith Nouri, €sq.
Jack Osborn, €sq.
Aiskell Roman, E€sq.
Marc Sallus, €sq.
Ricky Shah, €sq.
Ujvala Singh, €sq.

K. Martin White, Esq.

2025-2026 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Chair:
Ujvala Singh, €sq.

Legislative Consultant:
CLliff Costa, California Advocates

Members:
Ryan Dean, €sq.

Suzanne Fidler, €sq.
Maggie Grover, €sq.
Naris Khalatian, €sq.

Jack Osborn, €sq.

PAGE 25



